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Prov. X. 18. 


He that hideth Hatred with lying Lips, 

and he that uttereth a Slander is a 
Fool. | | 
HESE Words may be underſtood 
to contain a Deſcription and Cen- 
ſure of all ſuch Perſons as make it 
their Practiſe, from IlI-nature or 
Hl-will, and without any regard to Truth, 
to injure the Reputation of other Men, — 
whether covertly or openly, — whether it be 
by Detraction or Calumny. By the former 
of theſe— they invidiouſly throw a ſhade over 
thoſe Virtues and good Qualities, which, the 
brighter they are, the more they are offen- 
five ; nay, they can even maim and diſtort 
them to fuch a Degree as to give them all 
the Deformity of Vice; and by this means 
they injuriouſly deſtroy, as far as they can, 

all the Merit and Influence they ought to 
have in the World. By the other — whatever 

Errors and Failings they think TOY diſcover, 
A theſe 
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theſe they work up into matter of the moſt 
ſevere Accufation ; not ſcrupling at the ſame 
time to impute Faults and Defects where in 
truth they are not; to load Men of Probity 
and Integrity with Slanders which they either 
invent or improve and to place the moſt re- 
ſpectable Characters in the moſt contemptible 
or odious points of view. 

The Maſters in this Science of Offence 
oftentimes ſhew great dexterity and ' addreſs 
in the management of their Weapons, and 
can wound more furely and deeply by the 
oblique Manner of the Stroke. They can in- 
ſtill Hints and Infinuations more venemous 
than a railing Accuſation ; or by heſitating 
Doubts and Suſpicions, they can give their 
Calumnies a ſafer and more effectual Convey- 
ance. They can propagate evil Reports by 
diſbelieving them; can confirm them by the 
Manner of Confutation, or aggravate them 
by Excuſes. They can give inſidious Com- 
mendations that defame; can lament Misfor- 
tunes ſo as to turn them into Crimes; and can 
pity out of very Malice. 

The ſelfiſh and malevolent Paſſions of Man- 
kind give too much encouragement to the 
Proficients in theſe baſe and difingennous 


arts, But it muſt be obſerved, that, my 
ce 
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the Ears of Men generally are to Slander, yet 
it never ſucceeds ſo well, nor makes its Way 
in the World with ſo much rapidity, as when 
it is quickened with all that Spirit of Invec- 
tive and Malignity of Wit, which lively Parts 
and Ingenuity, ſtimulated by much Rancour 
or Pride of Heart, ſeldom fail to produce. 
The Remarks in this Diſcourſe will be con- 
fined to the Slanderer and Defamer of this 
Claſs; and if you will allow him a place, 
which he may jnſtly claim, in the Deſcription, 
it will give a peculiar Turn and Emphaſis to 
the Cenſure, in my Text; — which may be 
paraphraſed in this Manner : « Whatever Ta- 
«*Jents Men may think themſelves poſſeſſed 
« of, whatever may be their Reputation for 
« Ingenuity and Acuteneſs; ſhould they thence 
te take occaſion to become the general Cen- 
« ſors and Inquiſitors of the World, and af- 
« ſame a Licence of vilifying Mens Charac- 
ex ters, becauſe they can do it with Keenneſs 
« and Wit, they only give proofs of the A- 
« bufe of Abilities which might be much 
« better employed, and act contrary to the 
ti plaineft Dictates of Reaſon and Religion, 
good Senſe and common Prudence.” This 
Truth, by the good leave of the Libellers and 
Satyriſts of owogn Times, I ſhall endeavour 
to 
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to ſupport by ſufficient Reaſons : nor-wilt it 
be an unfruitful- Undertaking, - if they and 
others may poſſibly be conyinced,” that the 
Embelliſtunents of Slandes do not alter the 
nature of it, and that the moſt i ingenious De- 
famation is both Folly and Sin. | 

The Charge here brought againſt this 0 
chievous' Race of Men I do in the firſt place, 
ground upon this Aſſertion; ** that the ſaty- 
« rical Slandeter arrogates to himſelf, a Pro- 
« * vince that does not belong to him. 

When one of our own frail Species, under 
che ſame Impotency of Underſtanding, the. 
ſame uncertainty of Judgment, the ſame In- 
fluence of Paſſions and Vices with his. Bre- 
thren, raiſes himfelf- into the Tribunal, and. 
ſits in Judgment upon their Characters and. 
Reputation, which. are ſacred and tender as, 
Life itſelf; when he ſummons into his Pre- 


ſence what Men and what Bodies of Men he 


pleaſes without Diſtinction of Degree or Dig- 
nity, judges without Candour and cenſures 
without Mercy ; — ſurely, we have a right 
to demand, By what Authority doeft thou theſe. 
Things ; and who gave thee this Authority 2. 
Religion gave it him not; for that has wreſt- 
ed Judgment out of private Hands, and pla- 
ced it where it dwells with Truth and Mercy. 

| Mo 
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Who art thou that judgeſt another Man's Ser- 
vant ? to his own Maſter he flandeth or fall. 
etb. The Laws have not given it him: they 
are the Guardians of Men's Reputation” as 
well as Property and Lives, and have armed 
the Magiſtrate to repel and - puniſh the inju- 
rious Aſſailant of every kind. His claim then 
muſt be founded upon his Qualifications. And 
theſe ought to be' no leſs, than' a Spirit of 
Diſcernment that can form a true Eſtimate'of 
Men and Manners ; a juſt Knowledge of the 
Perſons he ſits in Judgment upon, their Ac- 
tions, and the Motives and circumſtances of 
their Actions; a diſintereſted Regard for Vir- 
tue and the publick Good; and an Integrity 
of heart, as well as Rectitude of Judgment, 
unbiaſſed by Paſſion, Enmity or Prejudice. 

A Conjunction of theſe eminent Qualities is 
rarely to be found, and perhaps more rarely 
in the Satyriſt than in other Men. For the 
Talents which he glories in as his peculiar 
Diſtinction are the Acuteneſs of Sentiment, 
the Smartneſs of Wit, the Keennefs of In- 
vective or the Pleaſantry of Ridicule: all 
which have no more neceſſary Connection 
with extenſive Knowledge, ſound Judgment, 
or a juſt Diſcernment of the real Characters 
of Men, than a petulant Inclination to De- 
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traction and Calumny is conſiſtent with Juſ- 
tice, Probity, Candour, Good-Nature, or any 
of the ſocial Virtues, But were his Claim in 
this Reſpect as well founded as it is generally 
otherwiſe ; and had he every intellectual En- 
dowment to form a true Judgment, and eve- 
ry moral one to pronounce a righteous Sen- 
tence ; yet after all, neither the natural Rights 
of Men, nor the good Order of Government, 
nor-the Precepts of Religion will permit any 
private Perſon upon any Pretences whatſoever 
to inſult the Reputation of his Fellow-Sub= 
jects and Fellow-Chriſtians : and therefore, 
fo far as Folly and Guilt may deſervedly be 
n to thoſe, who launch out of their 
proper Sphere, and arrogate to themſelves a 
Province from which they are reſtrained by 
natural, . civil and religious Prohibitians, 
| far is the Truth in my Text confirmed — 

He that uttereth a Slander is a Fool. © 
The Imputation both of Folly and Guilt 

will be more ſtrongly fixt upon the ſatyrical 
Slanderer, if it ſhall appear, in the next Place, 
that he cannot avail himſelf of the only Plea 
he has to offer in his Juſtification ; — the 
Pretence of oy Service to the Cauſe of 
Virtue. | 


It 
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It is in this he prides himſelf ; — that he 
is a voluntary and daring Champion for Vir- 
tue — that under his Wing ſhe dares lift up 
her head, whilſt Vice hides itſelf, and is a- 
baſhed — that he can take cognizance of 
Crimes which eſcape the Laws or triumph 
over them — and that for fear of his Rod 
Men are awed into good Manners, who dread 
neither human nor divine Vengeance. Alas! 
what vain Folly is it to imagine, that Men, 
who are not to be reſtrained from enormous 
Wickedneſs by the natural Senſe of Good 
and Evil — by the Checks of Conſcience — 
by the general devaſtation of flagrant Vice — 
by the Train of ſad Conſequences that attend 
it, equally injurious to Society, their Families 
and Themſelves — by any generous or hu- 
- mane Affection — by all the powerful Mo- 

tives of Religion, the Mercy and Juſtice of 
God, the Hopes of Heaven or the Terrors 
of Hell; — what Folly is it, I fay, to ima- 
gine, that thoſe who are not to be reſtrained 
by theſe ſtrong Fences of Duty, who neither 
fear God nor regard Man, ſhould be kept 
within due Bounds by the all-controuling 
Authority of a fatyrical Pen! But ſuppofing, 
that wicked Men, unwilling that their Names 
and Characters ſhould be circulated in a Song 
| or 
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or 2 Satyre, may ſometimes be induced, for 
that Reaſon, to be more private and cautious 
in their Vices; (it is too much to expect that 
they will be reformed.) and allowing to this 
favorite Plea all that can reaſonably be al- 
lowed, it will be of very little uſe to the ge- 
nerality of our ſatyrical Writers. This will 
_ evidently appear, if we examine, what the 
Methods of proceeding are in theſe Chaſtiſers 
of Vice, by which they pretend to accompliſh 
the great and generous End they would be 
| thought to have in View. _ 

Some have made a bold and general At- 
tack upon the whole Race of Mankind, and 
have been either unmercifully ſevere, or ludi- 
crouſly jocoſe, upon the Depravity and infir- 
mities of human Nature. But do they not 
miſtake their Aim, and whilft they ſhoot out 
their envenomed Arrows againſt their Fellow 
Creatures, are they not, in truth, more di- 
rectly levelled againſt the gracious Author of 
their Being? Or, what good can be pro- 
duced, what Virtue is encouraged or Vice re- 
preſſed, by this general and undiſtinguiſhing 
Abuſe of the whole Species? Religion in- 
deed gives us a true Repreſentation of the 
Degeneracy of Man, points out to us the 
— and laments its fatal Effects; but then 

it 
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it kindly adminiſters the Remedy, diſplays 
the Excellence ef our Nature as more than a 
Ballance to the Infirmities of it, and animates 
us with the Proſpect of the high Advance- | 
ment it ſhall attain to, when this corruptible l 
. ſhall have put on Incorruption, this mortal | 
ſhall have put on Immortality. But what Pur- 
poſe can it ſerve, to give us only a dark and 
gloomy View of our Condition, without one 
comfortable Ray of Light, and then to revile 
or ridicule the Workmanſhip of God's Hands 
with equal Impiety and Inhumanity, unleſs 
it be, to aggravate our Miſeries, to ſet us at 
Variance with Ourſelves, and to tempt us to 
charge God fooliſhly ? 
Sometimes, their Satyre is levelled agninſt 
a fingle Sex only, wherein all the Follies and 
Vioes that can be collected from particular 
Delinquents are thrown together in one piece, 
painted in the ſtrongeſt Colours, and exhi- 
bired as the Standard by which we are to 
judge of the whole. The profefied End and 
Defign of theſe Writings is to counter-act 
one of the Ordinances of God, of Nature and 
of Society, and to give each Sex, as far as 
poſſible, an evil Opinion of the other. What 
Pity is it, that Men of the greateſt Genius, 
whole WO upon other Subjects _—_ n 
B e 
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the moſt juſt and rational Sentiments embel- 
liſhed with all the Power of Imagination and 
the Graces of Language, ſhould proſtitute. 
their Talents to ſuch vain and immoral Pur- 
poſes; ſenſible, at the ſame Time, of the Of- 
fence they give, and defending, what is not to 
be defended, by an empty turn of Wit for 
want of a pertinent Reaſon, * — hoping, it 
« ſeems, for an Indulgence to preach againſt 
« thoſe Vices in their Satyres, which the 
&« Preachers do not ſcruple to /atyr1ze in their 
e Sermons!” Upon which I ſhall only re- 
mark; that it is Matter of deſerved Reproach 
to the Chriſtian Satyriſt, that he is not ſo 
good a Preacher as ſome of his heathen Bre- 
thren ; and that he cannot be recommended 
to the Chriſtian Reader for any moral Uſes 
that may be deduced from his Doctrine, when 
an eminent Prelate in a celebrated Paſtoral 
Letter + adviſes the young Divines, whom 
he would inſtruct, to peruſe the toth Satyre 
of Juvenal and thoſe of Perfins, as Store- 
houſes and Magazines of moral Virtues, from 
which they may draw out, as they have Oc- 
caſion, great Aids and Aſſiſtanee for the Ac- 
compliſhment of a virtuous Life. . © 
v. Boikav's Preface to the 1oth Satyr. 
— 8 


* 
% 


| Others 


[ x4] 

Others there are who point their Satyre a- 
gainſt particular Claſſes or Denominations of 
Men, whom they arraign in their collective 
Capacity, and Cenſure without Diſtinction, 
fo that there is none good, no not one. Or, if 
at any Time they make Exceptions, it is evi- 
dently done with an invidious Intention of 
blackening others the more by a Contraſt ; 
and in theſe Portraits, by an Inverſion of the 
Art and Deſign vf Painting, the Light is only 
introduced to exhibit the Shade. It is diffi- 
cult to ſay, what Order of Men has moſt 
Reaſon to complain in this caſe ; ſince there' 
is ſcarce one, whether of human or divine 
Appointment, whatever may be the Dignity 
of the Character, or the Uſefulneſs of the 
Profeſſion, that has not been in its Turn the 
Subject of inſolent invective or licencious Wit. 
But is this a Proof of Zeal in the Cauſe of 
Virtue; or is it a likely Method to pro- 
mote it in any Reſpect or Degree, to depre- 
ciate and vilify thoſe, who are the Guardians 
of our Peace and the Diſpenſers of the Bleſs- 
ings of Government to Society — or others, 
whoſe Duty and Employment it is to lead 
and direct the People in the Ways of Virtue 
and Religion — in ſhort, all, upon whoſe La- 
bours and Credit the. Morals, - good Order, 
Security, 
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Security, Strength, Peace and Happineſs of 
our Country depend? Away, with ſuch Pre- 
tenders to Reformation; ho teach Men to · 
deſpiſe all that they ought to eſteem and re- 
verence — who, for the Advancement of Mo- 
rality, inſult its Guards and lay- waſte its- 
| Fences, and confound all Diſtinction and Or- 
der for the more effectual Suppreſſion of Vice | 
But there are others, who defend their 
claim. of being uſeful Advocates for Virtue, 
by alledging in Vindication of their ſatyrical 
Wit, that the Characters of particular Men. 
notoriouſly and infamouſly vicious and corrupt 
are of common right — that the ſevereſt 
Treatment of theirs. cannot be deemed inju- 
rious to ſuch, becauſe they. cannot fay worſe, 
than the World thinks,. of them. — and that 
the Portraits of ſuch Offenders. cannot be 
drawn in too ſtrong Colours, or too publickly 
expoſed to View, both for their own Chaſ- 
tiſement, and for an Example to others. Was 
this in reality the Caſe, and did the Satyriſt 
confine himſelf, in the Exerciſe of his Ta- 
tents, to the Correction of the open, avowed 
and abandoned Partizans of Vice, he would 
certainly be allowed a Toleration; yet even 
this, for Reaſons already given,. would not 
eſtabliſh a Right, except to the Examples of 

"Ord 
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Criminals convict, and to Names that are in- 
famous upon Record. But whatever Indul- 
gence may be allowed to this Plea, the great 
Objection is, that it has ſcarce ever been ſup- 
ported by Fact; and it would: be difficult to 
name the Satyriſt, who has never ſtigmatized 
any particular Characters, but ſuch as have 
deſerved it in the general Opinion of Man- 
kind. On the contrary, it is Matter of juſt 
Complaint, that Cenſure has frequently per- 
ſecuted real Merit; and that importunate and 
offenſive Virtues have created more Enemies 
than indolent Vice, and have been the hate- 
ful Objects, at which Malevolence and Envy 
have emptied their Quivers. Theſe evil Paſ- 
ſions, it mutt be obſerved, are generally raiſed 
and exaſperated by the unhappy political Di- 
viſions of our Country; the Effect of which 
is, that Writers enliſt themſelves on each fide 
of the Diſpute as Champions of the Cauſe: 
and they exert all the Learning and Ingenuity 
they are Maſters of to the Purpoſes of Defa-' 
mation; — ranſacking Hiſtory for Parallels 
that have no. Similitude — preſaging dreadful 
Conſequences from Facts and Deſigns that 
have no Exiſtence — reviling without provo- 
cation, and ridiculing where they ought to 
reſpet — difcerning no Virtue that does not 
j . | | wear 
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wear the Colour of their own Party — and 
degrading Men from their Underſtanding, as 
well as ſtripping them of their Honeſty, if 
they offend in one Point, that of differing in 
Opinion or Intereſt with themſelves. The 
civil Liberty we enjoy, fruitful of fo many 
Bleſſings, has long produced, and will con- 
tinue to produce, Creatures of this peſtilent 
Tribe. Thus excellent Cauſes are ſometimes 
attended with pernicious Effects. We ſee the 
ſame Thing in the natural World; for the 
Sun, which chears the Earth, calls forth the 
Viper's Venom. Theſe Writings have their 
Courſe for the Day, ſo long as they are kept 
alive by Party-Zeal: but — Opinionum Com- 
menta delet Dies; and when Time and E- 
vents have fixt our cool and unbiaſſed Judg- 
ment, how do we look back, with a Degree 
of Indignation, on the Injuſtice of former 
Days, wherein the Current of Scandal has ſo 
freely run with ſuch foul and polluted Streams 
For then we can diſcover and diſcern real 
Characters; we can then perceive, that Pro- 
bity, and Prudence, a Regard for the Conſti- 
tution, a Zeal for Religion and the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of it, and many great and good Quali- 
ties directed by the beſt Principles and ope- 
rating for the beſt Ends; — even theſe have 
been 
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been no Secu rity againſt the malevolent Inſi- 
nuations or undiſguiſed Slander of ſome even 
of the moſt celebrated of theſe licencious Wri- 
ters. A moſt extraordinary Way this of do- 
ing Service to the Cauſe of Truth and Mora- 
lity — and only to be equalled by another 
Practiſe of theirs, that of laviſhing the great- 
eſt Encomiums upon Men who have not been 
conſpicuouſly eminent either for publick or 
private Virtue, and ſetting them up to view 
as the moſt perfect Patterns of Conduct, to 
be admired and imitated by all! 

It is farther notorious, that at other Times, 
theſe ſharp-ſighted Inſpectors of Manners, | 
inſtead of reproving Vice in the more infa- 

mous Examples of it, have picked up private 
Scandal, and, with proper Improvements and 
Embelliſhments, have publiſhed and circu- 
lated the Faults and Failings of particular 
Perſons poſſeſſed of many good Qualities 
which might make Atonement for them, and 
whom it is inhuman and unchriſtian to ex- 
poſe to the common Scoffs and Deriſion of 
idle Tale-bearers. This is evident from what 
every one muſt have obſerved, — how fre- 
quently Men are at a loſs to know the Per- 
ſons and Facts exhibited for their Entertain- 
ment, and how neceſſary it is for them to 
| be 
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be furniſhed with all the material Circum- 
ſtances of ſome ſecret Hiſtory, before they 
can even underſtand what they have fo ſtrong 
a Propenſion to be delighted with. But 
ſurely, the Intereſts of Virtue can never be 
promoted by fuch Practiſes as Virtue itſelf 
diſclaims and condemns; which are repug- 
nant to the Sentiments not only of Religion 
but Humanity, and are utterly inconſiſtent 
with that mutual Forbearance, which we all 
ſtand in need of, and have all a Claim to. 
Nor indeed are they ſo much the Remedies 
of Vice as the Nouriſhment of it; on the 
one Hand, tending only to harden Men in 


© their Crimes, and make them careleſs of a 


Reputation, which from being publickly ex- 
poſed they deem to be irretrievably loſt; and 
on the other Hand, indulging and gratifying 
the malevolent Paſſions of Mankind, and keep- 
ing alive a cenſorious uncharitable Spirit, that 
Wants not to be encouraged, but reſtrained. - 
If the Charge of Folly and Gail againſt 
the ſatyrical Slanderers has been hitherto fap- 
ported, it will be Rill farther confirmed by a 
Conſidetation peculiarly intereſting to them- 
£lves 3 namely, what will be the probable 
generally ftand in the ſober Opinion of Man- 
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kind. To what Principle then are their La- 
bours commonly imputed ? Not to the pure 
Love of Virtue, and honeſt Deteſtation of 
Vice; for their own Lives are frequently a 
Bar to this Pretence, which will as little ſtand 
a Scrutiny as the Conduct of thoſe whom 
they arraign. In the Attacks they make up- 
on others, they themſelves lye open to Re- 
crimination : Enemies to one Kind of Vice, 
they indulge themſelves in others of no leſs 
Malignity ; and fometimes they are known to 
practiſe the very Vices which they cenſure. 
Befides, the Partiality ſhewn in the Selection 
of Characters, in the apparent Reaſons of their 
Choice, and in the View and Deſign of their 
Exhibition of them, plainly ſhew that they 
are inſtigated by other Motives. The evil 
Paſſions of the Mind — Pride and Vain-glory, 
productive of Competition, Envy, Refent- 
ment and Malevolence are generally fuppoſed 
to be the Parents of Abuſe: and though you 
may gain Applauſe by the Ingenuity of it, 
you will never gain Favour or Eſteem. And 
the Satyriſt would do well to confider, that 
whatever Reputation he may acquire as a 
Writer, he loſes more as a Man; inaſmuch 
as he diſclaims the diſtinguiſhing Attributes 
of Humanity, and the moſt amiable Qualities 

C that 
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that can adorn it, Good-nature, Candour and 
Benevolence. | | 

Conſider him as a Member of the Com- 
munity, and he is not only odious but ob- 
noxions. From the very Nature of all inſti- 
tuted Societies, Correction is taken out of 
private Hands, and committed to thoſe of the 
Magiſtrate ; and by him, all that injure their 
Fellow-Citizens in their Perſons, Property or 
Fame, are to be puniſhed as Violators of the 
publick Peace. For this End, in every well- 
regulated Government, very ſevere Laws have 
been made againſt Libellers and Defamers, 
without making any Allowance for the In- 
genuity of the Slander. It has rather been 
Juſtly thought an Aggravation of the Crime, 
as it makes the Poiſon more ſubtle and diffu- 
five. This was the Sentiment of thoſe emi- 
nent Legiſlators who compiled the Laws of 

the XII Tables; among which was the fol- 
lowing one — Si guis occentaſſit malum Car- 
men five condidiſit, quod infamiam faxit flagi- 
tiumgue alteri, Capital efto. The Privilege of 
the Muſes could not, it ſeems, be pleaded in 
this Caſe againſt the Juriſdiction of the Ma- 
rate, no, not eyen at Athens and at Rome. 
The Laws of our own Community, tho leſs 
pi have a ſuitable Concern for the Repu- 
tation 
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tation of its Members; and many, who have 
incautiouſly dared to tranſgreſs them, have 
felt their Vengeance. Should there be others, 
. who find artful Means of eſcaping the Pu- 
niſhment which they deſerve, yet their crafty 
Subterfuges will not exempt them from the 
Appellation of the worſt of Citizens, name- 
ly, ſuch as offend againſt the Spirit of the 
Laws under the Shelter of the Letter, and 
make Liberty a Cloak for Maliciouſneſs ; as 
they well know, that the Licenciouſneſs of 
the Pen cannot be totally and effectually re- 
trained without weakening thoſe Principles 
which . the Freedom of our Conſtitu- 
tion. 
| © Conſider him in the Character of a Chriſ- 
tian, and his Conduct will appear utterly in- 
conſiſtent with this Denomination. The Spi- 
rit and Genius of our moſt amiable Religion 
is Charity. It is the Teſt and Characteriſtic 
of our Profeſſion ; and all the Duties of a 
Chriſtian are only ſo many Appearances of 
this Virtue, varied through the ſeveral Acts, 
Kinds 'and Degrees of it. The Precepts of 
this Religion, ſpread thro' the whole Volume 
of the ſacred Writings, do every where in- 
culcate and enjoyn kind and benevolent Sen- 
timents, and the moſt peaceable and inoffen- 
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five Behaviour; great Caution and Candour 
in judging of others; gentle Language, un- 
provoking even in Reproof; and a mild and 
forgiving Diſpoſition towards the Perſons even 
of Enemies and Sinners. If the Satyriſt can 
exerciſe his Function in Comformity to this. 
Plan, and without viglating the Principles of 
Chriſtian Charity, there will be no reaſonable 
Objection either to his Name or Profeſſion. 
But if in Oppoſition to theſe Rules — he 
ſhould buſy himſelf in unauthorized, unne- 
ceſſary Cenſures at beſt, and frequently in 
undeſerved and unprovoked Calumny — if he 
loves to fix his Eyes on the wrong Side of a 
Character, and has a quick Diſcernment for 
Spots and Blemiſhes, which he can magnify 
in every Object he diſlikes — if he is a Maſ- 
ter of all the refined Arts of Slander, gives 
dangerous Wounds with Inſtruments of the 


... fineſt Edge, and ſhoots out his ſharp- pointed 


Arrows, which can penetrate even. the Ar- 
mour of Virtue itſelf — and if, whilſt he 
thus cruelly ſports with the Reputation and: 
Peace of other Men, he 1s obſerved to: be ex- 
tremely jealous of his own Character, and quick: 
in Reſentment — in ſhort, if he is both in- 
jurious and vindictive — how will he recon- 
— cs a= the 


Temper, 
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Temper, the Principles, or the i ng of 
the Goſpel ? 

I have now gone through, and use en- 
deavoured to ſupport the Charge of Folly and 
Guilt againſt this dangerous Race of Men: 
And if I have ſhewn, that they arrogantly aſ- 
ſume an uſurped Authority, in direct Oppo- 
fition to the cleareſt Principles of Nature, 
Government and Religion — that their boaſt- 
ed Pretenſions of doing Service to Virtue are 
utterly vain and groundleſs ; as the Methods 
they uſe in the Support of it are ſo many di- 
rect Breaches of its Laws; and are evident 
Proofs of Spleen againſt particular Offenders 
rather than of real Hatred to Vice — and 
that in doing the Publick no Service, they 
do themſelves great Injury, whilſt in courting 
the Applauſe of Men, they forfeit their lov- 
ing-favour and Eſteem ; and can paſs neither 
for good Men, good Citizens, nor good Chriſ- 
tians — then beyond all Doubt are they ſub- 
ject to the Imputation of extreme Folly and 
Guilt, and the wiſe Saying in my Text is 
abundantly verified, He that uttereth a Slander 
is a Fool. 

By Way of Concluſion, I muſt beg 1555 
to introduce a Reflection, which naturally a- 
riſes from the Subject before us, and will 
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make this Diſcourſe more uſeful to the = 
rality of my Hearers. 

If the Authors of this 1 kind of 
Writings are thus criminal, what muſt we 
think of thoſe Readers who find a Satisfaction 
and Enjoyment in the peruſal of them ? Here 
we muſt make-uſe of a proper, though well- 
known, Dictinction. With regard to the 
Pleaſure ariſing from an ingenious Compofi- 
tion, we are not Maſters of our own Senſa- 
tions; but the Mind is as neceſſarily delight- 
ed with agreeable Images and lively Sallies of 
Wit, as the Eye with the Beauty of Propor- 
tion, or the Ear with the Harmony of Sounds. 
But here we muſt ſtop : and Reaſon and Re- 
flection muſt come in to our Aid, to ſeparate 
the Scandal from the Ornaments of it. For 
otherwiſe, the Manner of treating the Sub- 
ject may inſenſibly lead us to the Approba- 
tion of the Subject itſelf, and the Imagination 
may, in this Caſe, beguile and corrupt the 
Heart. For if the Artifice- of the Compoſi- 
tion ſhould win us over to the Sentiments of 
the Writer, and any Portion of an ill-natured 
and malevolent Pleaſure, which the Slander 
alone can create, ſhould mix itſelf with the 
Gratification we may receive from the mere 


Dreſs and Embelliſhments of it, then it is 


certain 
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certain, that the Reader and Writer indulge 
themſelves in the ſame Vice, and their Hearts, 
are tainted with the ſame Gall of Bitterneſs. 
To prevent this, a due Reflection upon the 
Obſervations of this Diſcourſe may have its 
proper influence. But the beſt Preſervative, 
in this Caſe, will be a reverential Regazd to 
the Declarations of holy Scripture. Fudge not, 
that ye be not judged; condemn not, and ye 
ſhall not be condemned; for with what Fudg- 
ment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged, and with 
what Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to 
you again. Speak evil of no Man; but ſtudy, 
to be quiet, and to do your own Bufineſs; and, 
Fit be poſſible, live peaceably with all Men. + 
By . this ſhall all Men know that ye are the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, if ye bave Love one towards 
another : and Love worketh no ill to his Netgh- 
Sour. 1 For Charity ſuffereth long, and is 
kind ; Charity envieth not; is not puffed up; 
doth not behave itſelf unſeemly ; is not eafily 
provoked ; thinketh no Evil, and rejoiceth not 
in Iniquity. ** Put on therefore, as the Elect 
of God, holy and beloved, Bowels of Mercies, 
Kindneſs, humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long- 


* 1 Mat. 7. 1. Lu. 6. 37. Mat. 7. 2. + Tit. 3. 2. 
1 Theſſ. 4. 11. Rom. 12. 18. t Jo. 13. 35. Rom. 13. 
10. 9% x Cor. 13. 4, 5, 6. 


Suffering: 
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Suffering : and let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath 
and Anger and Clamour and Evil-ſpeaking be 
be put away from you with all Malice ; and be 
| ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiv- 
ing one another, nen as God, for 2 Sake 
hath forgiven you. 
[i And whilt we meditate/ on theſe Things, 
| let us not ceaſe to offer up our fervent Pray- 
ers to God —— that he would pour into 
our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, 
the very Bond of Peace and of all Virtues z 
the Cement of ſocial Happineſs, and the 1 
Principle of true Religion DOG 


L | 1 Col. 3. 12. Eph. 4, 31, 33. 
| | | | 

| 

| 
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